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Father Lopez was invited to the 
Dinner Auction to present the keynote 
address, and he spontaneously assumed 
an active role in the auction events.   

Reprising the Marist High 
School tradition of auctioning off an arti-
fact that the affable friar collected during 
his travels, Father Lopez donated the 
print to raise funds for CCSô programs.   

Through the generosity of do-
nors like Father Vincent, corporate and 
individual sponsors, and 225 dinner at-
tendees, nearly $70,000 was raised to 
support emergency and basic services, 
as well as housing and parent education 
programs, offered by CCS in both 
Eugene and Springfield. 
            The lively auction bidding, led by 
auctioneer Sid Voorhees , contributed to 
the enthusiasm of the gathered 
crowd.  Tables of donated silent auction 
items enticed attendees to compete to 
take home desirable treasures.   Diners 
visited noisily with each other over a 
sumptuous dinner provided by 
McCallumôs Catering, served by stu-
dents from Marist High School who vol-

(Continued on page 3) 

2008 Murnane Social Justice Award recipient Sister Monica Heeran with Keynote Speaker Fr. Vincent 
Lopez, OP, at the annual CCSLC Dinner Auction, July 17. 

2008 Dinner Auction honors extraordinary service, raises $70K to 

support CCSLC emergency services and self -sufficiency programs  

Weaving through the elegantly 
decorated, tightly spaced tables at St 
Paulôs Parish Hall, Father Vincent Lo-
pez, OP, like the Piped Piper, led a 
merry group of high school students 
behind him.  The students, dressed in 

the traditional black and white of wait 
staff, struggled to keep up with the ener-
getic priest while carrying an oversized, 
framed print that Father Lopez had do-
nated to the CCS annual Dinner Auction, 
held on July 17.   

Father Vincent Lopez, OP, exhibits Italian print before bidding begins at CCS Dinner Auc-
tion in St Paulôs Parish Hall. 
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Meet the Faces of CCS: Young Fatherõs Program Art Zamudio ògives 

backó with support and education to help dads with parenting skills 

Art Zamudio knows the chal-
lenges of being a dad.  He and his 
wife, Amy, are parents of 3 children a 
13 year old daughter and twins 7 ½ 
years old, with another soon to ar-
rive.   In addition, Art and Amy both 
attend Lane Community College.   

Art understands the value of 
support in helping young men to de-
velop their skills as parents and provid-
ers based upon his experience as a 
former participant in the CCSô Young 

Fatherôs Program.    
Now, Art is a Case Manager in 

the program aimed at supporting young 
men in their roles as dads.  ñIôve been 
able to put myself in a position to, in 
turn, give backò.  The Young Fathersô 
Program is open to any young parenting 
male under the age of 25 who wants to 
enrich his parenting experience and to 
develop his parenting skills.  It is an en-
tirely voluntary program, and referrals 
are frequently self-initiated.    
            Art has been a CCS employee 
for nearly a year. He and his family 
moved to the Eugene Springfield area 
from southern California.   The Oregon 
landscape is a good fit for a family that 
loves to spend time together camping 
and fishing.  This summer, Art organized 
a trip for the YFP dads and their children 
to provide them a chance to get out-
doors for some quality time.   
            The weather was sunny and 
warm as 8 dads and their kids met at 
Alton Baker Park.  Through the generos-
ity of Bi-Mart, each had poles and gear 
to try their luck against the wily fish lurk-
ing in the pond.  It was a successful day 
of fun and friendship.  As Art explains, ñIt 
was an opportunity to develop fellowship 

with one another and to bond with other 
fathers who share the goal of working to 
be positive parents.ò 

The Young Fathersô Program is 

open to any young parenting male under 

the age of 25 who wants to enrich his 

parenting experience and to develop his 

parenting skills.  It is an entirely volun-

tary program.    

Art Zamudio, case manager for Young Fatherôs 
Program 

One of Many  

Interview and story by Mike Russel 

 ñI never thought Iôd make it this 
far.ò 

 A few years ago, ñLeviò was 
more concerned with his next drug fix 
than spending time with his baby son 
óTim.ô Now, with Catholic Community 
Servicesô help, he has stabilized his 
living conditions and brought Tim back 
into his life.  He is determined to help 
Tim avoid his mistakes. 

 Levi describes his childhood as 
ñchaos, complete chaosò and marvels in 
disbelief at his dangerous past.  To es-
cape his impoverished upbringing, he 
dropped out of school and turned to 
dealing, believing that ñdrugs was a way 
up and out for me.ò  Instead, drugs 
sucked away his aspirations, leaving a 

pernicious addiction. At Timôs birth, Levi 
was afraid that he would hurt his son just 
by holding him. ñI had to be a Dad,ò he 
recounts.  ñI just didnôt know how.ò 

 Timôs arrival spurred his fatherôs 
grueling yet earnest rehabilitation.  Levi 
entered a drug recovery program that 
helped him to overcome his addiction but 
did little to prepare him for responsible 
parenting. Grasping for the next step 
away from his past life, Levi called 
Catholic Community Services where he 
was referred to the Young Fatherôs Pro-
gram. For over a decade, Catholic Com-
munity Services has recognized the im-
portance of the father-child relationship, 
particularly within young, low-income 
families, by offering one of the few pro-
grams in Oregon specifically suited for 
needs of young fathers. 

 Levi enrolled in our 12-week 
Young Fatherôs Class, where he 
learned the fundamentals of parent-
ing. He also attended separate sup-
port group sessions to share suc-
cesses, voice frustrations, and draw 
inspiration. Our case manager helped 
Levi with daily living matters like find-
ing and maintaining a job, paying rent 
on time, budgeting and getting a 
driverôs license.   

 Now that Levi has seen that 
he can succeed in day-to-day living, 
he is more confident about controlling 
his life and parenting his 
son.  ñThanks to this program, I have 
options these days,ò he says. ñI can 
do things that before I could never 
do.ò 

Young Fatherôs Program participant, Nathan, and 
his young children. 



Foot traffic in the Springfield Community 
Service Center at 10th and G Streets 
has often stacked up on days when 
clients come for food boxes and other 
emergency and basic services.  This 
past summer, CCS acted to alleviate 
the waiting lines by reorganizing space 
and changing staffing.  Now clients are 
now being helped with more efficiency 
and speed. 

 

The main entrance from G Street re-
mains the first stop for.  Mary Hull, vol-
unteer receptionist and greeter for over 
15 years, continues to meet each per-
son who enters and now directs him or 
her to separate locations where staff 
that will help with Energy Assistance, 
with Food Boxes, and with other Emer-
gency and/or Basic Needs requests.  
Previously, all clients were funneled to 
the same registration desk, creating a 
bottleneck that produced waiting lines 

 

 

Page 3 
VOLUME 5, NUMBER 3  

2008 Dinner Auction  

Co-chairs John and Mamie Arnold, with daughter and CCS Eugene Community Service Center staff mem-
ber Jan Holland. 

Sacred Heart Hospital and Peace 
Health, as well as her contribution in the 
founding of the local Volunteers in Medi-
cine Medical Center, was recognized as 
exemplifying the value and spirit of 
Monsignor Edmund Murnane, who or-
ganized charitable agencies to assist 

those in need in the Portland and 
Eugene areas in the 1960s and 70s.   

Her lengthy service to the com-
munity was honored as an extraordinary 
effort on behalf of the poor, elderly, and/
or disenfranchised, and as a contribu-
tion towards advocating for social jus-

Thank you to our  
2008 Dinner Auction Corporate and Individual Sponsors  

unteered as wait staff.  
As in years past, the Dinner 

Auction also included the presentation 
of awards recognizing extraordinary 
service within the CCS agency and the 
community at large.   

Each year the Mary Hull Volun-
teer of the Year Award is presented to a 
CCS volunteer who has offered time 
and services well beyond expectations 
in support of the work of the 
agency.  The 2008 award was pre-
sented to Gary Smith , a retired contrac-
tor who completed large building main-
tenance projects and assisted in the 
supervision of United Way ñDay of Car-
ingò volunteer groups who helped with 
planting gardens, landscaping, and fa-
cilities improvement.  

The highlight of the evening 
was the presentation of the 2008 Mur-
nane Social Justice Award to Sister 
Monica Heeran , a member of the Con-
gregation of Sisters of St Joseph of 
Peace.  Sister Monicaôs work as CEO of 
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For a complete listing of 2008 Dinner Auction 
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